
 
 

What is an EC Regulation? 

 
 

The Regulation lay down the same law throughout the Community, regardless of international 
borders, and apply in full in all Member States.  
 
A Member State has no power to apply a Regulation incompletely or to select only those 
provisions of which it approves as a means of ensuring that an instrument which it opposed at the 
time of its adoption or which runs counter to its perceived national interest is not given effect. 
 
Nor can it set up provisions or practices of domestic law to preclude the mandatory application of a 
Regulation. 
 
Nevertheless, this is what the Maltese Government is doing by choosing the bits to implement 
irrespective of the adversely affect that such attitude could have on the population…  
 
The regulations are: 
 
 540/2014:  on the sound level of motor vehicles and of replacement silencing systems, 
 168/2013: on the approval and market surveillance of two- or three-wheel vehicles and 

quadricycles 
 
Why is the citizen adversely affected by the incorrect implementation of these regulations? 
Because these are to assure that: 
  

 The quality & Safety of the motor vehicle will be maintained throughout the motor vehicle 
road lifetime 

 

 The noise level from the motor vehicles exhaust system would not adverse effect the health 
& wellbeing of the population  

 
For instance, do the various components of the vehicle exhaust system on the local market; 
conform to the specifications as underlined in the EU regulations?  
 
Furthermore, the VRT acceptable noise level is a confirmation that the EU Regulations are a 
surplus to our motor vehicle legislation:  
 
The exhaust noise level for motor vehicles is between 100 & 105 dB (A)  
This is equivalent to eight times louder than the EU noise limits; 70 dB (A)  
 
The exhaust noise level for motorcycles is 119 dB (A)  
This is equivalent to thirty two times louder than the EU noise limits; 68 dB (A) 
 
Noise level in residential areas: 
 
WHO/EU 
For daytime levels, it is considered that: ‘To protect the majority of people from being seriously 
annoyed during the daytime, the outdoor sound level from steady, continuous noise should not 
exceed 55 dB LAeq on balconies, terraces, and outdoor living areas.  
To protect the majority of people from being moderately annoyed during the daytime, the outdoor 
sound level should not exceed 50 dB LAeq. Where it is practical and feasible, the lower outdoor 
sound level should be considered the maximum desirable sound level for new development. 
For night-time the outdoor sound level should not exceed 45 dB LAeq. 
 


